Prefabricated and prelaminated flaps for head and neck reconstruction.
Flap prefabrication and prelamination are evolving, new techniques that are useful in reconstructing complex defects of the head and neck. Flap prefabrication involves the introduction of a new blood supply by means of a vascular pedicle transfer into a volume of tissue. After a period of neovascularization, this volume of tissue may be transferred, based only on its implanted vascular pedicle. The transfer may be local transposition or by microsurgical transfer. Flap prelamination refers to a technique in which additional tissue is added to an existing flap (without manipulation of its axial blood supply) to make a multilayered flap that may be used for complex, three-dimensional multilayered reconstructions. This technique may be used locally or at a distance, requiring microvascular transfer. Examples of each are described in this article.